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New Horizon

“A Competitive Company is the Direct Result of 

Trained and Educated Employees” 
Mr. New Horizon
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“Trained & Educated” 
www.NewHorizon.org

 Online Courses

 Job Specific

 Educational

 Hobbies

 Free Software 

Downloads

 Computer Protection

 Application Software
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Accessing NewHorizon.com

 Three Basic Requirements

 Computer System

 Primary Hardware

 Optional Hardware

 Associated Software

 System

 Required Applications

 Internet Access
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How? You Might Ask

 Each Employee WILL Be Connected Through a 

Personal Computer

 $5,000 Budget to Purchase a Computer

 Trained on HOW to Purchase a Computer
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What Type of Computer?

 Hardware

 CPU

 Memory

 Storage

 Graphics

 Sound

 Optical Drive

 USB Ports

 Network Adapter

 Peripherals

 Optional Hardware
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Questions to Ask 
About the CPU?

 Which Brand Do I Choose?

 AMD VS. Intel

 How Fast?

 Single Core    2 GHz +

 *Dual Core     1.75 GHz +

 Quad Core      
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Memory - RAM

 Size Does Matter!

 1 Gigabyte minimum

 *2 + Gigabytes recommended
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Storage – Hard Drive

 The Bigger the Better

 *80 + Gigabytes

 Larger Drives are Still Affordable

 Biggest Not Always Best Value
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Graphics – Video Card

 Brand

 Nvidia

 ATI

 Format

 *Onboard/Integrated

 Dedicated

Onboard Dedicated



Sound Card

 Onboard/Integrated

 Built into computer

 High quality

 Only choice for 

laptops

 Dedicated

 Higher quality

 More expensive

 Mainly available for 

desktops
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Optical Drive – CD/DVD

 DVD-RW

 Plays CDs/DVDs

 Burns CDs/DVDs

 *Dual Layer DVD Burner



USB Ports

 Speed

 USB 2.0 Standard

 # of Ports

 2-4 Standard

 USB Hub Offers More

Sept. 27, 2007 13



Network Adapter –
LAN,WLAN

 Wired

 Common in most 

computers

 *10/100 MB/s

 Wireless

 Common in laptops

 Wireless 802.11 b,g,n

 *g or n
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Peripherals

 Desktop

 Keyboard

 Mouse

 Speakers

 Laptop/Notebook

 Already built-in

 Recommend mouse 

for heavy usage
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Optional Hardware

 Printer/Scanner/Fax

 Purchased Separately 

or as a 3 in 1

 Web Cam

 Video Conferencing

 Flash Drives

 Portable Data Drives

 USB allows for 

Universal Compatibility
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Optional Hardware cont.

 PDA  

 Palm Sized Portable 

Computer

 Planning & On-The-

Go Computing

 Laptop Connect Card

 Anywhere Internet 

Access

 Requires Subscription 

to Wireless Provider

 AT&T, Alltel, Verizon…
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Desktop vs. Laptop

 Desktop Advantages

 More Performance for 

Your Money

 Upgradeability

 Add-in Cards
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Desktop vs. Laptop

 Desktop 

Disadvantages

 Large

 Heavy

 Not Portable
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Desktop vs. Laptop

 Laptop Advantages

 Small

 Lightweight

 Portable
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Desktop vs. Laptop

 Laptop 

Disadvantages

 Cost More For 

Convenience of Size

 Less Options / 

Upgradeability
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Software

 System Software

 Operating System

 At Least Windows XP

 *Windows Vista

 Anti-virus

 Norton, Mcafee, AVG

 MUST Have

 Spy-ware Removal

 Spybot S&D, Ad-Aware

 Optional but Strongly 

Suggested
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Software

 Application Software

 Microsoft Office

 Word, PowerPoint, 

Excel 

 Adobe Reader

 Reads PDF files

 Media Player

 Windows MP

 QuickTime

 Web-browser

 Internet Explorer

 Mozilla Firefox
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Internet Connection

 Types

 Cable

 Usually Fastest –

Bundled with Television

 DSL

 Still Very Fast –

Through Local Phone 

Service

 Wireless Hotspots

 Local Coffee Shops

 Hotels

 Great for Laptops

 Dial-up

 Very Slow

 Not Recommended
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Internet Connection

 Hardware

 Modem

 Provided by ISP

 Network Adapter

 Built in to Computer

 Router

 Optional

 Multi-Computer Access 

to Internet

 Allows Wireless 

Connections
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How to Locate and 
Purchase a Computer

 Online Resources

 Allow for Comparison of Specifications and Price

 Manufacturer

 Dell.com

 HP.com

 Gateway.com
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How to Locate and 
Purchase a Computer

 Buy from Retailer

 Newegg.com

 Tigerdirect.com

 PCconnection.com

 Wal-mart.com

 Bestbuy.com

Sept. 27, 2007 27



How to Locate and 
Purchase a Computer

 Online Shopping Tools

 Pricegrabber.com

 Pricewatch.com

 Froogle.com
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Newegg Desktop Sample



Advanced Search



Advanced Search Criteria



Results

$



Computer Specs



How Well Do You 
Understand?

 Locate Two Computers

 Use Online References

 Identify Major Component Parts

 Use Assignment Sheet

 Analyze Major Component Parts

 Sufficient or Insufficient


